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 Ask students: “How can you be a kind kind of kid?” Have students name things they can do to be kind to other 
 people. Then have them name things they can do to be kind to animals.  
 

 Tell students that wild animals live in a variety of homes. If these homes are found by humans, they should 
 never be disturbed. Name the following animals’ homes and ask students to name one kind of animal that 
 lives in each. Animal homes are: cocoon, nest, den, tunnel, burrow, hive, web, cave, shell, pond, tidal pool, 
 and hollow log. 
  

 Put your students out on a limb by posing this question: “What good is a tree?” Challenge them to name ways 
 in which trees contribute to their lives. If time permits, list the ways on the chalkboard. Examples may include: 
 trees help keep our air clean, provide shade, provide wood for homes, furniture, paper and other products, and 
 provide homes for animals. 
 

Remind students that the world is filled with wonderful animals that rely on us not to compound the difficulties 
 they already have surviving in the wild. Some of these animals have compound names, for example, butterfly 
 or rattlesnake. Ask students to think of other animals with compound names. Examples may include: 
 dragonfly, grasshopper, bumblebee, kingfisher, ladybug, housefly, stingray, mockingbird, roadrunner. 
 

 Invite students to think up slogans for a bumper sticker about protecting the earth or its animals (e.g., Kindness 
 Counts - Hug your pet today, Drive Less - Walk for the World, Be a Planet Protector - Don’t pollute). 
 

 Explain that scientists are concerned about saving the “biodiversity” of our planet. Biodiversity refers to the 
 wide variety of plant and animal life that is part of our planet. Read the names of some of the many different 
 animals that share our world. In each case, the name of the animal tells us something about what makes that 
 animal different from other creatures on our planet. Ask students what is different and special about each 
 animal as described in their name. (brown recluse spider, hammerhead shark, porcupine fish, spotted 
 salamander, flying squirrel, duck-billed platypus, ribbon fish, whistling swan, earthworm, leafhopper, jellyfish, 
 mockingbird, spoonbill, walking stick, rattlesnake, kingfisher, roadrunner) 

 Tell students that all living creatures contribute in some way to other living creatures. Some animals, however, 
 are more popular than others. Ask kids to “hug” bugs and other less popular animals with kind words. Going 
 around the room, have each student name his or her least favorite creature and say something good about 
 that animal. 

 Explain to the class that land animals live in many different places. They may live above the ground (in the air), 
 on the ground, or under the ground. We should try hard to protect all their homes. Divide the class into 3 
 groups: the Aboves, the Ons, and the Unders. One at a time each group must name an animal whose home 
 is found in the area represented by that group (e.g. Aboves - bee; Ons - tiger; Unders - earthworm). 



 

 Explain that alliteration occurs when two or more words have the same beginning sound. Ask students to 
 invent alliterative phrases about animals and kindness (e.g., Hands Off Habitats, Bats and Bugs are Beautiful, 
 etc.). 

 Ask students who lives in our city or town besides us. Have students name the many different kinds of animals 
 that live in our human community - both as pets and in the wild.  

Tell students that today they will each create about three and one half pounds of garbage. How much is that 
 altogether? Have the class multiply three and one half times the number of students in the class. Ask each 
 student to come up with a plan for personally reducing that figure (e.g., recycle paper, glass, aluminum and 
 plastic, avoid buying products with unnecessary packaging, compost, repair instead of discard, cancel junk 
 mail).  

 Explain that there are thousands of different birds. Some are huge and live on cliffs. Others are tiny and live in 
 small bushes. Some even spend most of their time sitting on the bodies of other animals. Ask students to sit in 
 a circle, and one at a time name one kind of bird. If they can’t think of one, they should say “peep” and move 
 on to the next person. 
 

 
 Our planet can take care of itself in some ways, but it also relies on us to be kind to it. Remind students that 
 right now, we are making the earth sick with the many things we put into the soil, water, and air. On the board 
 write “Stop Throwing Out Glass: Recycle It.” Ask students to add to the list you have begun. They should 
 name things to do to help make the earth get well. 
 

  
 Ask students what kinds of things they like hearing people say to them. Go around the room. Ask each student 
 to share something they like to hear from other people. Examples include: “You’re terrific!”, “I like you!”, and 
 “Good job!”. Wrap up by reminding students, “Everyone likes to hear kinds words. Make it a point to say 
 something kind today to someone you know. Remember, hearing kind words makes other people like being 
 kind too.” 
 

 
 Name an animal. Have students think of one thing they can do to help that animal. For instance if the animal is 
 a spider, possible answers might include: don’t wreck spider webs, don’t step on spiders, release spiders 
 outside using the cup and paper method. Ask one student to begin by naming an animal. The next student 
 must think of a way people can help this animal. Continue around the room.  
 

 Ask students to think of something that they have in common with a dog. Being by saying “Dogs feel 
 pain, just as I do.” Continue to call on students until they run out of ideas (e.g., Dogs get hungry, just 
 as I do, Dogs need rest, just as I do, etc.). 
 

 Call on students one at a time. Have each student name one thing that could make a better world for 
 people, animals, and/or the environment. 
 

 
 Tell students that whenever we adjust ourselves to different situations, it is a form of adaptation. For 
 example, students have to adapt their behavior when they come to school. Ask if there are any other 
 occasions when we might need to adapt. Point out that wild animals adapt to changes too. Ask 



 

 students “What are some of the ways wild animals adapt to winter?” (e.g., hibernation, color changes, 
 migration). Ask “What are some changes to which many wild animals cannot adapt?” (e.g., loss of 
 habitat, pollution, capture). 
 

 
 Ask students what they have done that is newsworthy. Point out that any act of kindness, bravery, or 
 helpfulness is special and certainly newsworthy. Have students share newsworthy things they have 
 done. As an extension, start a bulletin board display entitled “People in the News.” Have students 
 write newspaper articles complete with headlines describing the kind, brave, or helpful things they 
 have done. 
 

 
 Ask students to imagine that they are an animal. Have each student make a list of adjectives 
 describing his or her animal and exchange their list with a neighbor. Students should try to guess their 
 neighbor’s animal from the list of adjectives.  
 

 
 Name a number of animals and ask students to think about why it would be great to be that animal. 
 What is great about being an elephant? A rhinoceros? A whale? A parrot? A cheetah? A spider? A 
 human? Then have students tell what is not so great about being each animal. For instance, 
 elephants and rhinos are the targets of poachers.  
 

As a class, write a “Formula for Friendship.” What goes into being a good friend? Have students tell 
 you the ingredients as you write them on the chalkboard. 

Tell students that if animals could talk they would likely have something to complain about. Ask students to 
 name some things the following animals might ask us to do if they were able to talk: whale, robin, bear, 
 alligator, dog, horse, worm, duck, pig, cow, gorilla. 

Tell students to imagine that their class owned a million acres of land. Ask: “What would we want to do with 
 our land? Should we build there? Should we mine it for minerals or oil? Or should we leave it alone and let 
 animals live there? What activities, if any, should be allow on our land?” List students’ ideas on the chalkboard. 
 It is up to all of us to take good care of our land. 

Many sports teams are named after animals (e.g., the Blue Jays, the Bulls, and the Dolphins). Tell students 
that they will honor an animal by adopting its name as the name for the class. To be fair, ask them to honor an 
animal that many people do not like or are afraid of (e.g., snake, bat, opossum, raccoon, spider, porcupine, 
skunk, shark, crow, vulture, pig, wolf, etc.). Remind students that often people do not like something because 
they do not know enough about it. As an extension, have students make posters about their classroom 
animal, presenting the animal’s good qualities. Share posters with the rest of the school by displaying them 
outside your classroom door. 

 Ask students to give reasons why people should adopt a dog. How about reasons some people shouldn’t 
 adopt a dog? Why are there so many dogs without homes that need to be adopted? 

Halloween is associated with some maligned animals. Who can tell the class one good thing about bats? 
 Black cats? Spiders? Wolves? Other maligned animals?



 

 Explain when it is born, a baby grey whale cannot swim or float. Because a whale is a mammal just like you, it 
 cannot breathe underwater either. The mother whale pushes her baby to the top of the water so it can take its 
 first breath. Ask students to name something they could not do when they were first born that their parents 
 helped them with. Is being a parent a big job? (You bet!)
 

 Remind students that a good way to be kind to others is by volunteering in your city or town. Make a class list 
 of places where people can volunteer including churches, hospitals, senior centers, and animal shelters. 

 Ask students to make up sentences about helping the earth or its animals using words from A to Z. Start off by 
 saying “A is for Arbor Day. I am going to plant a tree every Arbor Day.” Continue by having each student add a 
 sentence for the next letter of the alphabet. 

 Ask students who has heard the expression “Walk a mile in my shoes.” What does it mean? Can we also 
 walk a mile in someone’s paws? (Can you imagine what it’s like to have your tail stepped on?) Can we fly a 
 mile on someone’s wings? Or swim a mile with someone’s fins? Can we take the time to think how our 
 actions might affect another?  
 

Every animal is unique. Ask students to pick a wild animal and prepare an autobiography about an animal of 
 that species written in the first person. Make sure only one student picks each animal. Autobiographies should 
 include information about where the animal lives, what it eats, and how people can help protect it, or, if extinct, 
 what should have been done to save it long ago.  

Make a class “Kind Can.” On a slip of paper, each student writes a kind act. For example, share something, 
 pass on a smile, offer a helping hand, pick up three pieces of litter. Once written, the papers are folded and put 
 into the can. At the end of the school day, each student draws out a piece of paper and promises to do what it 
 says within 24 hours. Later, allow class time for students to share how what they did helped others.  

Draw two X’s on the chalkboard. Label one Fay and the other Nick. Say, “Here is a dog called Fay Unspay. 
 Here is another dog called Nick Unneutered. Fay and Nick had four puppies.” Put four X’s under the first row. 
 Say, “Each puppy grew up and had an average of four puppies each. There were not enough homes for 
 them.” Draw X’s under each of the four X’s. Ask different students to come to the chalkboard; continue the 
 saga until the pattern completely fill the chalkboard with X’s in a pyramid shape. (In reality, Fay and Nick would 
 have a new litter each year too!) Say, “Most of these dogs went without proper love and care. How can we 
 prevent unwanted litters?” Answer: Have your pets spayed and neutered. 

Have students collect examples of classified ads from various  newspapers. Then have them use the ads as 
 models for writing ads for some things that animals may want. For instance, how would a classified ad from a 
 duck who is looking for a clean, safe habitat read? How would a classified ad from a dog looking for a new 
 owner read? Have students select an animal of their choice and write an ad for that animal. Display students’ 
 classified ads on the bulletin board.  



 



 

 One of the main purposes of Humane Education is to expand children’s capacity to care by teaching them 
 about empathy. Through the activities in this manual children are asked to feel for a moment what it would 
 be like to be a dog that no one ever pets or to feel for a moment what it is like when someone is cruel to you. 
 These lessons in empathy involve feeling the hurt or happiness and learning to care.  Whether one first learns 
 to care for animals and then learns also to care for people, or vice versa, makes no difference. Humane 
 Education offers an effective tool for helping establish and develop a classroom theme of kindness. 
 

 Students will have an increased awareness of the kind actions of others and be encouraged to interact 
 positively with others. 

 Place a sheet of paper with the name of a particular student on the classroom bulletin board. Leave it there 
for a few days and encourage other students to write positive statements concerning the featured student. 
When the sheet is taken down, give it to the student. Repeat the procedure until all students have had a 
chance to be featured.  

 

 Each month allocate space on the bulletin board or classroom wall for up to four students to present their 
life story through a brief autobiography or timeline, photographs, and relevant memorabilia. A blank sheet 
can be left for other students to pose questions (to be answered in a special class session) or to write 
affirming statements. 

 

 Keep a stock of assorted color strips in a designated place in the classroom. Each time a student 
witnesses someone make a positive comment about another student or act in a caring way, he or she 
writes the name of the person and a description of the comment or action on one of the strips of paper. The  
strip is then added to a chain which is hung in the classroom. 

 

 Affix a large paper cut-out of a tree with many branches to the wall. Hang cards from the branches with a 
short piece of thread; on each card print a friendly act (e.g., talk to someone who you don’t often talk to, 
help someone with his/her work, write/draw someone a friendly note/picture, share something with a 
classmate, etc.). At the beginning of each day, a group of students select a card each and are encouraged 
to carry out the friendly act at some point during the day. Replace the cards at the end of the day. 

 

 Students work in pairs or groups of three. Give each group a set of feeling cards (see pages 11 and 12 for 
cards). The cards, each carrying a single feeling word (e.g., bored, happy, curious, nervous, etc.), are 
shuffled and placed face down on the table. One student picks up the top card and shares an occasion 
when he or she might have that feeling. Group members take turns picking up and speaking to a card with 
the process continuing until the teacher calls an end to the activity.   

 

 The teacher introduces the activity by talking about fear - different kinds of fear and different things that 
cause fear. The teacher should be self-disclosing about his or her own fears. Ask students to make a list of 
ten things that frighten them. When they are done, students move around the classroom and share their 
lists with other students, noting which fears they share with others. 

 

 Complete appropriate student activity sheets in this section. 



 

 

  

  

  

 



 

 

  

  

  

 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 
 
 

 Students will recognize the many factors that must be considered when deciding whether or not to have a pet, 
 and if so, choosing the best pet for their situation.  
 

 Have students brainstorm a list of all the factors to be considered when deciding on adopting a pet: time, 
 space, money, allergies, squeamishness, commitment for a pet’s lifetime, commitment to training, grooming 
 and exercising, discipline, doing things you might not want to do (e.g., walking the dog in rainy weather, 
 spending time with your pet instead of watching T.V.), the feelings of everyone in the family about having a 
 pet. Illustrate each factor with a poster, lining them up as the discussion progresses. Discuss the 
 consequences of choosing poorly (e.g., the animal is ignored, needs are not met, may become ill and die, 
 turning animals out - problems of free-roaming pets, emotions around having to give a pet up). 
  

 Divide students into groups and have them act as “pet counselors,” recommending the most sensible pets 
in a given situation. Give each group a card describing a person or family (see pages 23-25 for cards). The 
group decides what pet, if any, would be the appropriate and why. After a few minutes, the group has an 
appointed reporter read their card and present their advice to the class for discussion. Encourage students 
to think about the following questions when recommending a pet: 

 

 Do they have time for a pet? 

 Can they afford a pet? 

 Can they have a pet where they live? 

 Are they prepared for any potential problems a pet can cause? 

 Is it a good time to get a pet? 

 Are their living arrangements suitable for the kind of pet they want? 

 Who will look after the pet when they are away? 

 Will they be responsible pet owners? 
 

 Complete appropriate student activity sheets in this section.    
 
 
 



 

 

Situation 1 
 

The Jones’ are a small family with a 12 year old son. They 
live in an apartment on a busy street. They are very active. 

They love going for walks and visiting the park together.  

Situation 2 
 

Joe is 18 years old and still lives with his parents. He has a 
part-time job and goes to university. He really likes animals, 

but he sneezes every time he pets a cat or dog.   

Situation 3 
 

Jane works long hours and isn’t at home very much. In her 
free time, she likes watching movies and visiting her 

friends. Jane would like to have a pet, but she doesn’t 
know if she can give it enough attention.  

Situation 4 
 

The Farney family lives on a small farm with a dog and 
chickens. They already have one dog, but would like 

another pet to keep him company. 



  

 

Situation 5 
 

The Johnsons live on the first floor of an apartment building 
and their landlord will allow any type of animal. They are 

looking for a pet that will want to play with their three sons. 

Situation 6 
 

The McDonalds live in a house with a small backyard. They 
have a cat and a baby girl who is allergic to dogs. Since the 
baby is still very young, they would like a pet that is easy to 

care for.  

Situation 7 
 

Dr. Jones is elderly and is looking for a walking partner to 
join her on her daily walks. She lives in an apartment 

building, and her landlord said she could have a pet as long 
as it doesn’t shed much. 

Situation 8 
 

Mr. Smith lives alone in a small apartment. He is lonely and 
looking for a pet to keep him company, but his landlord said 

he could not have a dog. 



 

 

Situation 9 
 

The Gonzalez family lives in a home in the country. They 
do not have any pets. They love to take walks in the 

woods, and they are not worried about the home being 
“messy” with pet hair. 

Situation 10 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Anderson are retired and no longer work. 
They would like a pet, but they want to travel during the 

winter. Their neighbour loves animals and said she would 
help when the Andersons are away.   

Situation 11 
 

The Green family lives in a large house. They have a cat at 
home already and would like to adopt another pet. 

However, whenever their cat sees a dog, she hisses and 
tries to swat at it. 

Situation 12 
 

Sue is a single mother with two young girls. Her daughters 
have been asking for a pet for months, and Sue has finally 
agreed. They live in an apartment that does not allow dogs 

and cats. 



 

 
 
 

 Students will learn that all living things share many of the same physical and emotional needs. 
 

 Draw or use pictures from the Internet, magazine, or calendars of various types of people (e.g., infants, 
 children, adults, elderly, etc.) and animals (domestic and wild). As a group, brainstorm a list of physical and 
 emotional needs for  people. List all of the things people need in order to stay happy and healthy. Then, using 
 the list and the animal pictures, identify the needs of animals. Discuss the commonly shared needs.  
  

 Ask students “What do pets need from people?” Using the picture cards on pages 28-33, go through the 
list of items with students. If a dog or cat needs an item on the list, they should say “Thanks, I needed that!” 
If a pet does not need the item, students should reply with “ No thanks.” Expand on the list as appropriate.  

 

 Have students bring a photograph or draw a picture of their pets. Attach each picture to the center of a 
large sheet of paper and hang it on the wall. Include the pet’s name, age, and gender below the picture. 
Students move around the room drawing a small picture or writing a brief description of things that each pet 
needs to be happy and healthy. Each student should draw or write only one need per picture, in each case 
trying to add something new rather than repeating a need already identified. Continue the activity until all 
students have contributed to as many sheets as they can. 

 

 Using the Regina Humane Society’s “Kindness Kit,” use the examples of supplies needed to care for dogs 
and cats in the Pet Suitcase. Complete the Pet Suitcase activity.  

 

 Students will learn that owning a pet is a big responsibility and that pets depend on people to look after them. 
 

 Divide the class into two equal groups and blindfold one group. Pair students by taking one from each group. 
 Plan a path around the classroom along which sighted students must lead their blindfolded partners. After the 
 walk, students regroup in the classroom forming two circles with the blindfolded partners on the inside. Have 
each group describe the concerns they felt when they were responsible for/dependent on the other students. 
Students switch and repeat the activity. Then discuss: in what ways are pet animals dependent on humans? 
What would happen if a pet owner wasn’t responsible for his or her pets? As a class develop a definition of a 
responsible pet owner.   

 
 

 Explain that pets cost money not only to adopt, but to care for properly. Divide the class into groups. Have 
each group choose a pet and make a list of all the expenses involved in adopting, equipping, licensing, and 
caring for their pet for one month. If possible, encourage students to do research online or in the 
newspaper to help them determine realistic costs for each item on their list. Be sure to include one routine 
visit to the veterinarian. Have each group total their expenses and compare costs with other groups.   

 Divide the class into groups and assign each group a different pet. Provide students with pet care literature 
and help them develop lists of pets’ needs. Have students who own pets time various pet care activities 



 

(e.g., feeding, grooming, walking, etc.) at home or bring toy animals and props to class and have students 
role play activities and time each. Students use the information to create a pet care timetable for each pet. 

 

 Collect a selection of pet photographs illustrating positive and negative aspects of pet care or display the 
photographs on pages 34-39. Ask students to imagine that the animals in the pictures can talk. Going 
around the classroom, students are invited to choose a photograph and speak as if they were the animal 
depicted. This is a simple way to help students empathize with pets. Encourage students to suggest how 
the owners of the “unhappy” animals can make their pet’s life more enjoyable and meet their needs. 

  

 Ask students to share examples of problems dogs and cats can create in a human environment. Discuss 
who is at fault in each case, the animal or the owner. Suggest to students than many humans don’t realize 
that pets can’t be held accountable for their owner’s irresponsibility. Have students pretend they are an 
advertising agency hired by the community’s pets to tell their side of the story. Ask students to design an 
education campaign around the theme “Pet Problems are Really People Problems,” focusing on how 
responsible pet owners keep their pets out of trouble through proper training and control. Identify a variety 
of media that might be used (e.g., posters, slogans, radio spots, talk shows, etc.). Assign each medium to a 
group of students.  

 

 Write a list of pet situations on slips of paper and place them in a container. Some of these might include: 
 

 You are a dog and your owner gets out your leash for a walk. 

 You are a dog and have been left alone all day in the backyard. 

 You are a dog and a stranger comes to the front door. 

 You are a dog/cat roaming the streets. 

 You are a cat left at the Humane Society by your owners. 

 You are a cat running through a busy intersection. 

 You are a dog/cat and your owner smiles at you and scratches you behind the ears. 

 You are a dog/cat and your owner forgets to feed you or give you water for several days.  
 

 Students take turns choosing a slip of paper out of the container. Using movements, gestures, and sounds 
 appropriate to the pet, they act out the situation. The class guesses what is being demonstrated. Following 
 the activity, identify the emotions felt by the pet in each situation. Discuss whether pets and humans share 
 the same emotions.  
 

 Create a selection of story starters for this activity. They may include: 
 

 Yesterday my owners let me roam the streets without a leash. . .  

 I spent the afternoon in the car while my family played and had a picnic in the park. . . 

 This evening I will be wearing a reflective badge on my collar when I go for a walk. . . 

 I was so excited to see my owner that I couldn’t stop barking and jumping on him/her. . . 

 I am a big dog that needs lots of exercise and I’m never taken for a walk. . . 

 For a treat my owner brought me a new red bouncy ball. . . 

 Why are my owners leaving me here? This kennel is scary. . . 
 

 As an art activity, have students create dog puppets using felt or mittens. Once children have completed 
 their puppets, have them sit in a circle with them on their hands. Give one student’s dog puppet a bone. 
 Read a story starter to the class. Have students pass the bone around the circle. Any child wishing to 
 continue the story talking through their dog puppet may do so once the bone in in their possession. The 
 bone is passed around until contributions end. Repeat the process with another story starter. This activity 
 encourages students to empathize with the feelings of pets that are treated responsibly or irresponsibly by 
 their owners. Discuss the consequences of irresponsible pet care.  
 

 Complete the appropriate student activity sheets in this section. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 Every year thousands of pets become lost. Many of them are never seen again by their owners. It is a 
 heartbreaking experience and one that can be prevented. It is the owner’s responsibility to keep his or her pet 
 indoors or closely supervised outdoors so that he or she does not become lost.  
 

 Students will learn how to prevent losing a pet and what steps to take if a pet does become lost.  
 

 Brainstorm ways an animal may become lost. Discuss how a pet’s appearance many change over time if it is 
 lost (e.g., a kitten will have grown, a white dog many be dirty and matted, etc.) and how many pets are very 
 similar in appearance. What difficulties would this pose in finding and claiming a lost pet? Review what 
 students should do if they get lost (they can ask a police officer for help, they can verbalize their name, 
 address and phone number).  What can a dog or cat do? How can a license, tattoo, or microchip help pets? 
 Explain how these types of pet identification work and what to do if you lose your pet.  
  

 Collect pictures of pets or stuffed toys. Show one to students and ask them to study it carefully. Suggest 
they study details like colors, markings and the color and type of collar. Then remove the picture or stuffed 
toy from students’ view. Ask students to describe the pet. Do this activity for a few minutes each day. 

 

 Give each student one rock. Have students examine their rock very carefully. When they are finished, 
collect the rocks and place them in a box or bucket. Add a few extra rocks and mix. Ask students to find 
their rock. Once students have their rock, ask everyone if they are absolutely certain that the rock they 
have taken was theirs to begin with. Remove any unclaimed rocks, making sure each student has one. 
Now have students make a pet license tag and attach it to their rock with tape. Have students place their 
rocks in the box again, mix, add a few extras, and have them claim their pets.  

 

 Create a class story about a lost pet. Tell students: “A lot of scary things can happen to a pet that is lost. 
We are going to make a story about some of these things. Each one of us will add a sentence to the story 
as it goes along. We want the story to have a happy ending, which means that the pet will end up back at 
home somehow.” Then start off the story this way: “One summer day, a neighbor was taking care of Kitty 
while Kitty’s owner was away. The neighbor was not careful, and Kitty escaped outside. . .” Once finished, 
remind students that often there is no happy ending for lost pets. It is important to keep pets safe at home. 

 

 Have students find the “lost pets” column in the newspaper or online and make a poster for a lost pet.  
 

 Instruct students to read the lost and found sections of the newspaper for one week and record the number 
of pets lost and found each day. Note any lost ads that indicate the pet was wearing a pet license, I.D. tag, 
or had another form of identification. Discuss the results. Of the lost pets, how many had some form of 
identification? Have students subtract this number from the total number of lost pets, and add the 
remainder to the number of pets that have been “found” but the owner can’t be located. This represents the 
animals that cannot be reunited with their owners because they did not carry any form of identification. Use 
this final figure to make posters with the line: “   animals couldn’t find their homes this week 
because they didn’t have a license or tattoo. I.D. YOUR PET TODAY!”  

 

 Complete appropriate student activity sheets in this section. 



 

 Every year millions of unwanted animals are sheltered in humane societies and animal control centers, while 
 many never even make it to shelters. These stray and abandoned pets roam the streets, spending their short 
 lives at risk of incurring disease, freezing temperatures, cruel human behavior and encounters with moving 
 vehicles. Many factors contribute to the pet overpopulation problem. The primary cause is irresponsibility and 
 ignorance of pet owners who allow their animals to roam and breed. Many people do not realize that there is a 
 severe pet overpopulation problem and that every litter born adds to this problem. 
 

 Students will learn why and how the pet overpopulation problem occurs.   
 

 Cut 10 houses out of construction paper to make a town. Cut 10 squares of construction paper to represent 
 dog or cat kennels at the “Animal Shelter” (see page 43 for templates). You will also need a large container of 
 dried beans, bingo chips, or any game tokens you might have on hand. These will represent puppies and 
 kittens. Use different colors or shapes for males and females.  
 
 Have students sit in a circle so that they can all see the floor easily. Set up the action area on the floor in front 
 of you by placing the town (houses) and the Animal Shelter (squares) side by side. Designate a student to 
 hold the container of female “puppies” and another for the male “puppies.” 
 

 Explain to the students that you are going to tell them a story using the town and the Animal Shelter they see 
on the floor. Tell them that a problem is going to occur as you tell the story, and you want them to guess what 
the problem is and help you find a solution.  

 
Start the story: “Once upon a time there was a town called (have children think of a name). Everything was 
great there. Everyone was happy. A few of the families had pets.” At this point put a bean “puppy” in two or 
three of the houses. Continue with the story: “One beautiful spring morning something special happened. This 
dog (point to one) had four puppies (place four more beans in that house). They were so cute and everyone 
was happy. After six weeks the puppies were ready for new homes, so the owner took them around to each 
home that doesn’t have a pet and gave them one.” Distribute bean “puppies” to homes that don’t have a pet. 
You may embellish the story by saying things like “This family couldn’t take one because their little boy is 
allergic to dogs” or “This family took two. They really love dogs.”  
 
Continue: “All was well until the next fall when all the females (about half) had puppies again.” Place four more 
beans in homes that have female dogs. “The puppies were so cute that after six weeks the owners thought 
that there would be no trouble finding them homes.” Pick up all the puppies now needing homes and go 
around again to each house. There will not be enough homes this time. Ask students what to do. One or more 
will suggest taking them to the Animal Shelter. Put the extra puppies in the kennels at the Shelter. Repeat one 
more time. All the homes and the Shelter will now be full. Ask: “Does anyone see a problem?” Students will 
probably reply that there aren’t enough homes.  

 
 Ask leading questions to draw reasons and solutions for the pet overpopulation problem. For example, ask 
 “Why are there so many puppies?” or “What can the people do to solve their problem?.” Some students will 
 think of things like “Everyone can have five dogs” or “Build a bigger Shelter.” Help them think through why 
 these solutions might not be practical or possible. Discuss spaying and neutering. Encourage other ideas such 
 as keeping pets at home and not letting them run loose as well.  

 Visit the Humane Society for a Shelter tour and 



 

presentation on responsible pet ownership and learn more about how the RHS helps homeless animals in 
our community. 

 

 Have students find the pets section in the classified section of the newspaper or online. Have students 
track the number of puppies or kittens people are trying to rehome for one week. Discuss their findings. 
Ask students what people might do it they cannot find homes for their pets.  

 

 Have students write and design a brochure to educate their friends and family about the pet overpopulation 
problem. Have students evaluate their own work with questions such as “Does this brochure say 
everything I want it to?” and “Is it attractive enough to make someone want to read it?” Students may share 
copies of completed brochures with other classes and/or the community. 

 

 Complete appropriate student activity sheets from this section.  
 
 



 



 

 One of the major solutions to the pet overpopulation problem is to have pets sterilized. This means that female 
pets should be spayed and males should be neutered. Both operations are performed by a veterinarian. In 
addition to preventing unwanted litters, there are many benefits to having animals spayed or neutered. Some 
of these include: 

 

 Spayed and neutered dogs and cats live longer, healthier lives. 

 Spaying and neutering can eliminate or reduce the incidence of numerous health problems that can 
be very difficult and/or costly to treat. 

 Spaying female dogs and cats eliminates the possibility of reproductive tract cancers and disorders. 

 Neutering male dogs reduces the incidence of prostate cancer and disorders. 

 Neutered cats are less likely to spray and mark territory. 

 Neutered males are less likely to roam the neighborhood, run away, or get into fights. 
 

 Students will learn about one of the solutions to the problem of pet overpopulation.  
 

 Collect two jars and a large quantity of dried beans. Explain that each bean represents an animal that has 
been born. Begin with one bean and tell students that it represents a female cat. This female has five kittens 
(beans), then those offspring have four babies each, etc. Repeat until the first jar is quite full. With the other jar, 
use one bean as the first female cat. Then explain that she has been spayed. No more animals (beans) can 
be placed in the jar. Discuss that now all the animals (beans) in the first jar will be spayed or neutered as well. 
Ask students whether or not there are fewer animals that need homes when they are spayed or neutered. 
Emphasize the need to sterilize pets.   

  

 Ask students to survey their family and friends to find out what they know about spaying and neutering and 
whether they think it is a good or bad idea to sterilize pets and why. Discuss the responses received by 
students. Invite a veterinarian or a representative from the Humane Society to speak to the class about pet 
population control, spaying and neutering, and the effects of the surgery on a pet’s health and behavior. 
Following the visit, students should discuss if any of the negative responses they received from family, 
neighbors, or friends were accurate. Have students design posters promoting spaying and neutering and 
display them in the school or community.   

 

 Complete appropriate student activity sheets from this section. 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

You’ve just adopted this puppy from the animal shelter.  
Draw everything you’ll need to take good care of it.  



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 In the spring, parks, ravines, and woodlands are suddenly full of life. Many children, fascinated by the small 
 creatures around them, may capture and harm wild animals without meaning to do so. Insects, birds, reptiles, 
 amphibians, and other small creatures can be best observed left undisturbed in their natural habitat. These 
 activities will widen students’ knowledge of natural environments and confirm that, although zoos are no 
 animal’s real habitat, efforts can be made to make captive environments more natural and more humane. 
 

 The students will learn that wild animals belong in their natural environment.  
 

 Read the enclosed poem “Where the Wild Things Shouldn’t Be” to students. Discuss the students’ feelings 
 about the poem. 
 

 Collect pictures of a range of habitats (including a picture of a zoo) and a selection of pictures or models of 
wild animals. Hang the habitat pictures on the wall above empty tables. Divide the class into groups of four. 
As a group, students must identify each animal’s natural home and place the picture or model on the 
appropriate table. Review the decisions as a class. None of the animals should have been matched with 
the picture of the zoo. If any have been, ask students to research the animal and identify its natural home. 
Discussion should follow. “If the zoo isn’t a natural home for animals, why are they found in zoos? Are the 
reasons good reasons? If an animal must be kept in captivity, what can be done to make zoo animals’ 
captive homes more like their natural ones?” List suggestions for making zoo environments more natural 
on the chalkboard. 

 

 Divide students into groups of three or four and ask them to conceptualize and draw plans for the zoo of 
the future, using the following guidelines: 

 
1. The zoo is to contain no animals. 
2. The zoo should show animals in their natural habitat and also in their relationship to plants and 

other animals in the environment. 
3. The zoo should offer up-to-date information on what is happening to each animal, and its numbers, 

in the wild. 
4. The zoo should show the effect human beings are having on each animal’s survival chances in the 

wild. 
5. The zoo should promote respect and concern for animals. 
6. Money is no object. 

  
Given that the zoo is to be animal-free, ask students to decide whether the title “zoo” is still appropriate. If 
not, they should think of an alternative name. Once students have completed their designs, each group 
presents their ideas and the thinking behind them to the class. This activity gives students the opportunity 
to work creatively around the question for how to better realize the educational goals of zoos, while 
meeting mounting objections to the confinement of wild animals in cages.  

 

 Divide students into pairs. Begin by asking students to take a moment to imagine what their lives would be 
like if they were confined to their bedroom for the rest of their lives. For this activity, tell students that they 
will have access to adequate food and water, and that their hygienic needs will be met. Ask them to think of 
things that give their life its quality and whether their needs would be satisfied if they were to be confined in 



 

Samuel 
  

I found this salamander 
Near the pond in the woods. 

Samuel, I called him. Samuel, Samuel, 
Right away I loved him. 
He loved me too, I think. 

Samuel, I called him. Samuel, Samuel, 
I took him home in a coffee can, 

And at night 
He slept in my bed. 

In the morning 
I took him to school. 

He died very quietly during spelling. 
Sometimes I think 

I should have left him 
Near the pond in the woods. 

Samuel, I called him - Samuel, Samuel.  
  

such a small space for a long time. Ask students to describe their life of confinement, including its positive 
and negative aspects, to their partner. When pairs have completed the activity, ask students to brainstorm 
the emotions that come to mind when they imagined life in their bedroom. Record these words on the 
chalkboard. This activity can help students appreciate the psychological effects of confinement and 
empathize with captive animals.  

 

 Read the poem “Samuel” to students. Have the students draw the kind of place Samuel would like to live 
in. 

 

 Conclude by displaying the “Three L’s of Wildlife” and discussing why they are so important. 
 

 Complete appropriate student activity sheets from this section. 

Where the Wild Things Shouldn’t Be 
 

How would you like to live in a cage 
That was just about ten feet square, 

With no toys to play with and nothing to do 
Just you and a bed and a chair? 

Oh, sure, you’d be fed (the same thing each day), 
You’d have water (unless they forgot), 

And since you would never be going outside 
You wouldn’t get cold, or too hot. 

But, oh, you’d be lonely just sitting alone 
With no one to talk to all day. 

You’d remember the trees, and the grass and the breeze, 
The places where you used to play. 

You’d remember your friends, you’d remember the sky, 
And games, and strawberries and sun, 

And you’d know you could never go skating again, 
Or go swimming or ride bikes, or run. 

You’d get mad and scream and throw things around; 
You’d kick and you’d pound on the wall. 

And your owners would scold you, and say to themselves, 
“He isn’t a nice pet at all!” 

The more you got mad, the less they would like you, 
The less they’d remember to care, 

About if you had water or if you got fed, 
Or if you were lonely in there. 

And then you would know what it’s like to be kept 
As a pet when you’re meant to be free, 

And you’d listen when wild things are trying to say, 
“Please don’t make a pet out of me.” 



 

 



 

Many animals around the world today are becoming extinct faster than ever before. When a species, or a kind 
of animal becomes extinct, it means that there will never be any more of that animal. When an animal species 
is almost extinct, it is called endangered. People cause animals to become endangered. People destroy 
animals’ homes by building roads, houses, and cities on the land where animals live, cutting down millions of 
trees for lumber or by polluting the places animals live.  

 

Students will understand how some kinds of human activities can be harmful to animals and their 
environment.   

 

Use the pictures below to help students start thinking about how human actions effect the environment in 
which animals live. Discuss what other animals may be harmed by litter. Ask students to list other things 
humans do to the environment which may be harmful to pets or wild animals, what ways humans might 
destroy or damage animal homes (e.g., oil spills, pollution, litter, cutting down trees, etc.), and what will happen 
to certain types of animals if we continue to destroy their homes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Have students visit a field or wood area. List the ways human activities may harm or disturb the animal life 
in the area. 

 

 Ask students to list items from their trash that could be harmful to pets or animals if not disposed of 
correctly (e.g., broken glass, plastic can holders, etc.). 

 

 Supply a list of ten animals including wild, pet and farm animals. Tell students to imagine they are Noah 
and that they have room to put just six more pairs of animals on the ark. Discuss the reasons for and 
against including each of the ten animals. Be sure to point out what other living things would be affected if 
each of the animals were no longer around. Vote on which animals should be allowed to board the ark, 
letting each child vote for six of the ten animals. After voting, discuss which ones were left behind and why. 
Was it hard to leave any of the animals behind? Is it important to save all species of animals? Students 
follow up by writing about their favorite animal and how the world would be different if that animal were to 
become extinct.  



 

Humane societies are all too familiar with animals that families are no longer able to care for. It is particularly 
distressing when animals’ needs have been ignored. Wild animals have needs that are different from those of 
domesticated animals. One of the fundamental needs of wild animals is to be left in their natural habitat, 
undisturbed. Some people acquire a wild animal and attempt to tame it for amusement or to gain attention. 
These animals are usually referred to as “exotic pets.” As these animals grow, they can become difficult to 
manage, destructive, and challenging to care for properly. In addition, because they have been tamed, and 
usually declawed and defanged, these animals cannot be placed back in the wild or even placed with other 
animals in captivity (zoos) when they become unmanageable.   

 

Students will understand the difference between wild and domestic animals. 
 

 Copy and cut out the animal pictures on pages 66-68. Make enough copies so that each student can hold an 
individual piece. Make a large die from a cardboard box. Enlarge a selection of the animal pictures and tape or 
glue them to the sides of the die.  
 
 Display a selection of the animal pictures on the chalkboard. Explain that there are some animals that depend 
on people for all of their needs, while others provide for themselves. With older students, you could go into a 
more detailed explanation about domestication. Give each student a picture of an animal that is shown on the 
board. Ask them to decide whether the animal is wild or domestic. Toss the animal cube. If the animal on top is  
a wild animal, all those children with wild animals stand up or make a sound as the animal pictured on the 
cube would. If it is domestic, the children with domestic animals stand up, etc. Continue the game until you are 
sure they all know what kind of animal they have.  
 

 

 Display the “We Need Your Care” picture on page 69. One at a time, children put their domestic animals in 
the heart. Discuss what kind of care domestic animals need. Repeat with the “We Need to be Wild and 
Free” picture on page 70. 

 

 Display the animal homes pictures on page 71-72. Explain that even though wild animals do not depend 
on us for food, etc., there are things we can do or not do to help them. Every animal has a home. We can 
help by protecting their homes. Show each picture and ask students what animal lives there. Have 
students match the appropriate animal picture with each home. Have students draw the homes of other 
wild animals that they are familiar with.  

 

 Complete appropriate student activity sheets from this section. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lesson Plan credit: Elizabeth Gredley, Alberta S.P.C.A. “Animals Wild and Domestic.” 



 

 

 

 

  

  

  



 

 

   

  

  



 

  

  

   



 

 



 

 



 

  

  

  



 

   

  

  



 

This lesson does not seek to impose values, but rather to provide an informational context for the development 
of students’ personal values. Thus, values can be formed through discussion of issues and the students’ own 
feelings. These activities have been prepared to encourage children to start thinking about the treatment of animals in 
society. Since children bring diverse backgrounds and attitudes towards animals to school, it is important that what is 
“right” or “wrong” is not heavily emphasized. 

Often people harm animals for fun or so that they can sell animals’ skin, fur, or feathers. Many animals are 
endangered because of this practice. Other animals are put in danger because people use them for fun and 
sport. At circuses and rodeos, people laugh, shout, clap, and enjoy themselves. However, many of the 
animals at these events are injured while performing. At rodeos, some are roped, jerked, and twisted to the 
ground. In some circuses, animals are not given enough food and water. Their cages are small and 
sometimes dirty. Some animals are hunted and trapped for fun. These animals often suffer before they die. 
Sometimes farm animals, zoo animals, and even some animals we see in movies and on TV are hurt by 
people. Other animals are killed or hurt to make products people don’t need or to help people learn things 
they could study in other ways.     

 

Students will learn the appropriate ways to treat all animals and that respect for others, including animals, will 
make the world a better place. 

 

 Ask students to describe situations that would make them 1.) angry, 2.) sad, 3.) happy, and 4.) frightened. 
Discuss why the situations would lead to these emotions and what situations might lead to similar emotions in 
animals. Ask students to give examples of times when they have seen animals expressing similar emotions. 
Following this discussion, have students complete the following sentences: “It makes me angry/sad/happy/
frightened when . . .” from their own point of view and then from the perspective of an animal. Do the 
circumstances that make animals angry/sad/happy/frightened differ from our own?   
 
 

 

 Encourage discussion about what it means to suffer. Is suffering always a result of physical injury? Can 
you suffer because your feelings are hurt? Because you are bored and have nothing to do? Because you 
are lonely? Because you miss someone? Because you are frightened? Explain that some animals can 
also suffer for many of these same reasons. Present the following situations to students: 

 
1. A dog is tied to a tree in the backyard all the time and is left alone. 
2. A chicken is confined to a small cage off the ground where it cannot scratch and peck. 
3. A wild animal is captured and confined to a small cage.  
4. A young calf is running from the chute as the crowd cheers on the rodeo cowboy to rope 

him. 
 
 Ask students to describe how each situation might cause the animal involved to suffer. Have students 
 suggest ways the animals’ suffering could be alleviated.  

 
 

 Ask students to identify some well-known TV or movie star animals. Explain to students that in addition to 
movie star animals there are also others used as “extras” in movies, TV shows, and commercials. 



 

Encourage students to think of other ways animals are used to entertain us. Their list may include circuses, 
rodeos, horse racing, bullfighting, etc. Ask the class to keep a journal for a designated period of time and 
record:  

 

 The shows, commercials, or events they see that use animals 

 How they were used 

 Whether it made them like or dislike the animal 

 How humans acted toward or treated the animal 

 What the animal did 
 
 Have students report their findings for each show, commercial, or event they recorded. 
 

 Did the audience learn anything positive about animals? 

 What types of activities did the animal have to perform? 

 Were any special tricks required? 

 Could the animal have been hurt? 

 Was the animal important to the story, scene, or event? Would it have been the same without the 
animal? 

 Was the animal treated with respect by the people involved? 
 

Discuss whether they think it is bad for animals to be used in entertainment. Ask students to list at least five 
ways that people can entertain themselves without using animals. 

 

 Have students complete the “Feelings” activity sheet on page 75. Discuss the fact that people have 
different feelings about situations involving animals before handing out the activity sheet. The following 
include the basic differences in attitude for the situations which may be considered controversial: 

 

 Illustration 2: Butterfly in a jar 
 Some people believe it is alright to capture butterflies (or other animals) and keep them in a 
 container for the rest of their lives. Others believe that an animal’s natural home and needs cannot 
 be reproduced and the animal suffers as a result. 
 

 Illustration 3: Raccoon in a leg-hold trap 
 Some people believe that the trapping of wild animals for the purpose of fashion and employment 
 is alright. Others believe that the wild animal needs his or her fur coat more than the human does, 
 and that the jobs created through the fur industry are not worth the pain and suffering caused to 
 animals. 
 

 Illustrations 5 & 11: Child photographing a deer & a hunter shooting a deer 
 Some people believe that it is alright to hunt animals for sport. Others encourage people to enjoy 
 animals without causing them harm; for example, by taking photographs of them. 
 

 Illustration 12: Old MacDonald’s farm & factory farming 
 Some people believe it is alright to keep farm animals confined in cramped quarters and 
 segregated from other animals to reduce cost. Others believe that farm animals should be allowed 
 to graze outside freely with other animals.   
 

 Illustration 9: Whale in a small pool 
 Some people believe it is alright to use animals in all sorts of ways to entertain humans. Others 
 think that people can find many other ways to entertain themselves without removing an animal 
 from its natural home and causing it to suffer.  



 

Look at each drawing . Circle all the pictures you think are kind in red. Circle all the pictures 
you think are cruel in black.  



 

 
 
 

Students will explore the concept of “rights” for animals and the existing laws that protect them. 
 

Help students identify the basic human needs for physical comfort and emotional well-being (e.g., adequate 
food, water, shelter, clean air, companionship, freedom, and protection from pain/fear/stress). List these on the 
board. Explain that because we need these things for a healthy life, humans say that we have a “right” to 
them. Help students identify which of the needs are also shared by animals. Do animals also have a “right” to 
these things? Why or why not? Ask students to choose one of the needs from the class list and write it on a 
piece of paper as part of the sentence: “Humans and other animals have the right to . . .” Then draw two 
pictures on the page; one showing a human fulfilling the need and the other as an animal fulfilling the same 
need. 
 

 

 Explain that having rights means there are certain things others cannot or should not do to you (e.g., the 
right to be free from pain means that others cannot hit you). Identify who guarantees that our right will be 
respected (e.g., a teacher in the classroom, a parent at home, a police officer in the community). Explain 
that it is also the responsibility of an individual within a group to respect the rights of others. Relate this 
discussion to animal rights. Who works to guarantee that animals’ rights will be respected (e.g., a humane 
society, an Animal Protection Officer, an animal rights activist)? What can individuals do to protect the 
rights of animals (e.g., care for and protect pets, keep the environment clean and safe for wildlife, be kind to 
animals in our community)? Help students brainstorm a list of things they can do to show how they respect 
the rights of animals. Students may choose an action from the list and draw a picture of themselves helping 
or being responsible for animals. Mount them on the bulletin board with the theme “We Protect the Rights 
of Animals.” 

 

 Help students identify laws in their community than govern the keeping of animals. Discuss possible 
reasons why each law was written, and what might happen to pets and/or owners if the law did not exist or 
was ignored. Assign each law to a student or group of students. Ask students to think about the negative 
consequences of a pet owner disobeying their assigned law, then write a television news story about what 
might happen. Combine the resulting stories to create a television news program with students playing the 
roles of newscaster, director, on-site reporters, animal control officers, pet owners, animal rescue workers, 
and other citizens affected by the situations (e.g., the driver who accidentally hits a stray cat, the neighbor 
whose garden is dug up by a roaming dog, etc.). Following the dramatizations, discuss how the situations 
could have been prevented if pet owners obeyed the laws. 

 

 Invite an Animal Protection Officer from the Humane Society to visit your class or arrange for a tour of the 
Shelter. Ask the speaker to discuss the laws that relate to animals in your community (e.g., leash laws, anti
-cruelty laws, dangerous dog laws, etc.) and his or her work enforcing them. Before the visit, help students 
prepare a list of questions to ask the speaker (e.g., How do the laws help the animals?, How do they help 
humans?, What kind of animals do you work with?, What is the hardest part of your job?, What can citizens 
do to make your job easier?, etc.). After the visit have students draw pictures of the officer at work. Send 
these pictures with a class thank you note to the officer.  

 

 Complete appropriate student activity sheets from this section.   



 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Design a monument to an extinct animal.



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
Children love to play bingo and this game is a great follow-up activity for lessons on responsible pet 
ownership. To create a set of cards, make copies of the following page. Cut apart the pictures, scramble 
them, and glue them to 8” squares of cardboard. Boards need to be different or everyone will “bingo” at 
once! You may wish to color and/or laminate the cards. Older children can make their own cards. The clue 
card will need to be cut apart and/or laminated.  
 
Play as you would regular bingo, drawing and reading the clue cards and having children put markers on the 
items described. Pieces of dog or cat kibble make fun, inexpensive markers! 
 
Clue Cards: 

This pet can live safely and happily 
in a house without ever going 

outdoors. (cat) 

If people feel this for their pets, 
they will take good care of them. 

(love) 

This tag has a pet’s address and 
phone number on it. It can help a 
lost pet get home again. (I.D. tag) 

This grows in the yard and gives 
shade to keep pets cool. (tree) 

Every pet needs to be given the 
right kind and right amount of this. 

(food) 

This is who you pet depends on for 
daily care and attention. (you) 

A dog or cat needs one of these in 
a quiet place so that it can rest. 

(bed) 

Using these on your dog or cat will 
help keep the skin and fur clean 

and healthy. (brush/comb) 

This is a special surgery that pets 
have so that they can not have 
babies. (spay/neuter surgery) 

People with dogs should have 
these around their yards to help 
their dogs be safe and be good 

neighbors. (fence) 

Family pets don’t belong here. 
They can cause problems, get 

scared or hurt, and hurt or frighten 
the people there. (school) 

You buy this tag for your pet from 
the city government. It is required 
by law. Your pet should wear it at 

all times. (pet license) 

Your pet gets this tag from the vet 
after a special vaccination has 

been given. (rabies) 

Pets need this all the time. Make 
sure your pet always has a clean, 

cool, fresh supply of it. (water) 

This is a special collar for cats. If it 
gets caught on something, they 

can slip out of it. (cat collar) 

This pet comes in many shapes, 
sizes, and colors, and is related to 

the wolf. (dog) 

Attach this to your dog’s collar 
when you take him or her out of 
the house, car, or yard. (leash) 

This kind of collar should have 
your pet’s tag attached to it. 

(leather/nylon collar) 

This is a wild animal. It should not 
be kept as a pet. (squirrel) 

Many pets like to chase this and 
play fetch with their owners. (ball) 

This helps protect dogs kept 
outdoors from bad weather. (dog 

house) 

These are made for dogs to chew 
on. They are made of hard rubber 

so they won’t break into sharp 
pieces and make dogs choke. (toy 

bones) 

This person cares for animals that 
are hurt or sick. He or she also 

gives shots to keep pets healthy. 
(veterinarian) 

A cat needs this to exercise and 
keep its claws in good shape - or 
else it might scratch furniture and 

drapes! (scratching post). 



 

 



 

 
In order to play this game, you will need to make a set of letter cards in advance. Use letter size pieces of cardstock 
or construction paper in two different colors to make two sets of seven cards. With a thick marker, write the following 
on one side of each of the set of cards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then flip the cards over this way   not this way   and print T, A, B, L, E, S, C on the back  
 
 
so that the T is on the back of R and O/A, U/B, N/L, D/E, I/S, H/C are also back to back. You will notice that if you 
hold the first card so that the R is right side up, the T on the back is upside down. Don’t panic! You did it right!  It’s 
done this way because it is easier when holding a card like this  to flip it this way 
 
 
 
 
Choose two teams of seven and give each team a set of cards. Have them line up as follows facing the rest of the 
group. Tell them to memorize their letter and show them how to flip the cards. Choose a scorekeeper from the 
audience.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To play the game you will say a sentence containing one of the words below (see page 92 for sample sentences). 
Then repeat the specific word, and for younger groups spell it out. For example, “Mice are nice. Nice. N-I-C-E!” 
Teams then scramble to see who can spell “nice” first (with the letters right side up). Players whose letters are not 
used in that word step back. The fastest accurate team gets the point. Repeat. This game is as much fun to watch 
as it is to play. Additional words include:  
 
brain, hold, close, sand, round, bat, horse, shout, born, cents, snout, ears, stone, shut, tail, brand, hard, course, 
robin, cone, rain, snore, cats, loud, hound, hers, seal, tables, nest, bale, stand, house, crab, sound, hole, nuts, cold, 
bird, closet, bone, hand, car, sore, hind, cloud, toe, race, hot, care, note, hat, nice, dots, late, run ice, scare, shot, 
best, able, ton, once, use, sale, thin, bear, last, net, shone, salt, dust, sun, belt, nose, rule, stable 
 
 



 

 
 
 

The guinea pig has a small brain.    My cat slept in the closet last night.  

Always hold a puppy with two hands.   Most dogs love a ride in the car. 

An aquarium needs sand on the bottom.  The vet fixed my kitten’s sore paw. 

A bat is a mammal.      My pony has a white hind foot. 

An Appaloosa is a kind of horse.    The buffalo raise a cloud of dust. 

Don’t shout when you are around animals.  A water bug pinched by toe! 

Kittens are born with their eyes closed.   If a snake gets too hot, it may die. 

The aardvark has a long snout.    I left a note for the pet sitter. 

A jackrabbit’s ears are very large.    His donkey are his cowboy hat! 

Don’t shut the door on the cat’s tail!   The butterfly had orange dots on his wings. 

A Manx cat has no tail.     My dog knows if I feed him late. 

That robin just ate a worm.     Which can run faster - a lion or a tiger? 

Ducks love rain.       The penguins went sliding on the ice. 

All cats should be spayed or neutered.    Her puppy got a rabies shot. 

The basset is a hound dog.     The elephant is able to hold 1.5 gallons of  

A cow knows which calf is hers.     water in its trunk. 

We bought a ton of hay for our horses.   The termites at two tables and a chair. 

A bee can only sting once, then it dies.   There were two eggs in the nest. 

The sale of wild pets should be stopped.  Can you stand on one leg like a flamingo? 

Anteaters have long, thin tongues.   Guinea pigs make a whistling sound. 

The last passenger pigeon died in 1914.  The largest bird is the ostrich. 

Chickens like to take a dust bath.    There are two horses in the stable. 

  



 

 an Animal Protection Officer who finds that dog 

 a neighbor who finds the lost cat 

 a clerk who finds the lost child 

 
License tags are an animal’s insurance policy. When a dog or cat is lost, a license ensures they will find their way 
home. To illustrate the importance of obeying animal license laws, involve your class in a role playing exercise. This 
fun activity for young children clearly demonstrates how dependent animals are upon people to give them need 
protection. 
 
Here is how you play the “Ticket Home” game: 
 
1. Cut out the tag and punch a hole out on the top. Attach a string to the tag so it is long enough to fit around an 

child’s neck. 
2. Select someone to role play the following: 

  a lost dog who is wearing a tag 

 a lost cat not wearing a tag 

 a young child lost at a shopping mall 
3. The “dog” and “cat” each select a classroom (different from the one they are currently in) to be their 

“home base.” The “lost child” will use his/her real home address or the school address as the “home 
base.” 

4. Write the classroom number on the dog’s license tag.  
5. Have children role play three different scenarios: 
 a. The Animal Protection Officer finds the lost dog and easily determines where the dog lives by  
  checking the tag. The officer returns the dog to his/her home. 
 b. The neighbor finds the lost cat and tries to find out where the animal lives. The cat tries to 
  communicate to the person where he/she lives. The neighbor eventually calls the animal shelter 
  and the Animal Protection Officer comes to pick  
  up the cat to take him/her to the shelter. 
 c.  A store clerk finds the lost child  at the  
  shopping mall. The child tells the clerk his  
  or her address and phone number. The  
  clerk helps the child get back   
 home safely because of the ability  
 of the child to understand  
  what the clerk is saying and to  
  talk.  
 
6. Discuss with your class the issue of 

dependency. Companion animals are 
dependent upon their guardians to 
protect them, to care for them, and to 
make sure that if they get lost, whoever 
finds them will know where they live. 
Explain that many laws, like the license 
law, should be obeyed because they 
protect animals. 

7. Ask the class if they can think of other  
 situations when a license tag can help a dog or 
cat.  

 
 



 

 
This true and false quiz makes an interesting and fun game for students. The cards can be cut apart and laminated 
with the answers on the back for easy and repeated use.  
 
1. True A cat can get plenty of exercise indoors and is usually safer than outside. 
2. False Cats need and enjoy occasional brushing, which removes dead hair and keeps the skin clean 

  and healthy. 
3. True Homeless cats live in constant danger and are usually killed or injured by cars, dogs, poison, and 

  healthy. 
4. True The dark color on ears, face, paws and tails develops later. 
5. False Use two hands to support the cat’s body, holding it close to you. 
6. True They are very sensitive and act as “feelers” to let the cat know when it’s about to brush against 

  something. 
7. True Cats see everything as black, gray, or white. 
8. False A cat will splinter and swallow the bones, which can easily kill it. 
9. False All cats need water. 
10. False Even if it were able to catch enough mice to live on, it would not be a balanced diet.  
11. True They can usually keep themselves clean by licking their fur with their tongues. 
12. True  Cats need two to four times as much protein as dogs. 
13. False Cats usually eat grass just because they like the taste, or because they need to throw up  

  something that they have swallowed. Grass will wrap around a sharp object in the cat’s stomach, 
  and protect the throat as the object is vomited. 

14. False Though cats can sometimes twist around in mid-air and land safely, they are often hurt or killed 
  by a fall. 

15. True Since cats need more protein than dogs, dog food is not adequate for them. 
16. False Foam around the mouth usually indicates indigestion or other illness. 
17. False Too much fish will cause vitamin and thiamin deficiencies, which may cause convulsions,  

  paralysis, or death. 
18. True A swishing tail indicates anger. Tail straight up expresses pride or contentment. Tail curled  

  around body indicates fear or insecurity. 
19. False A cat keeps its claws retracted when it walks, so they do not appear in the paw print. 
20. False Although some cats enjoy cow’s milk, it is not a necessary part of the diet, and many cats are 

  made sick by it. Cow’s milk is not a substitute for water.  
21. False They can see better in the dark than many other animals, but cannot see in total darkness. 
22. True The thirty muscles in a cat’s ears enable them to twitch or flatten back against the head. 
23. True However, some cats have extra toes. 
24. True  This is a serious disease, usually fatal. 
25. False Although kittens may enjoy playing with yarn balls, they can easily get tangled in the yarn and 

  be strangled to death. 
26. False Spaying won’t affect a cat’s weight - overfeeding will! Well-cared for spayed cats stay slender and 

  active. 
27. False Dogs flea spray contains toxic substances, which a cat will pick up as it licks its fur, causing 

  sickness or death. Cat flea spray is specially made not to harm cats if they lick it off their fur.  
28. True The gold, green, or orange pigment develops later as the cat matures. 
29. True Although more independent than dogs and therefore less “trainable,” they can be taught to walk 

  on a leash and do simple tricks. Training is most successful when started at an early age. 
30. False The white of a raw egg is harmful to cats. Cooked eggs are okay, and many cats enjoy them.  



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
This true and false quiz makes an interesting and fun game for students. The cards can be cut apart and laminated 
with the answers on the back for easy and repeated use.  
 
1. True They do not develop spots until later. 
2. False All dogs must obey the leash law. It isn’t safe for dogs to run loose. 
3. True A St. Bernard or Great Dane is very old at nine or ten. Little dogs often live to be 16 or 17 years 

  old. 
4. False These dogs are called boxers because they use their front paws a lot when playing. They are 

  friendly and love to clown around.  
5. True Big dogs have large litters. Tiny dogs usually have only two or three pups at a time. 
6. False Choke collars are dangerous and unnecessary. If left on a dog, it may catch on something and 

  strangle the dog.  
7. True It is descended from the big, furry Spitz dog. 
8. False A healthy dog can have a hot dry nose, while a sick dog can have a cold wet one.  
9. True  They see everything as black, white, or gray (like black and white TV). 
10. False This is a habit many dogs retain from when they lives as wild animals and had to eat their food 

  quickly before another animal could take it away.  
11. True They are strong swimmers and the webbed feet help them go faster.  
12. True Only a very short, strong dog could fight a badger in its den. 
13. False  Too much bathing is hard on a dog’s coat. Two or three times a year is usually enough.  
14. True  Fleas contain tapeworm eggs, which hatch when a dog swallows them. 
15. True It hangs forward to form a “scoop” which collects and holds the scent of the trail. 
16. True Poodles were used as retrievers in cold water. Most of their hair was trimmed so that they could 

  swim faster, but pompoms were left around the joint to keep them warm. 
17. True  They cannot see, hear, or smell. 
18. False Even in the shade, the temperature may soon rise to 140°, which is fatal for dogs. 
19. True A hard biscuit will clean teeth and remove tartar. 
20. False The operation is much simpler if the dog has never been bred. 
21. False All dogs need and love to be brushed. 
22. True Only members of the royal family could own Pekingese. 
23. False Use affection as a reward. It’s non-fattening and free, and you’ll always have it with you. 
24. False Close your hand into a fist, and let the dog smell the back of it. An open hand may scare the dog. 
25. False An extra long rope can quickly get hopelessly tangled and dump over food and water dishes. A 

  fenced yard is the best way to confine a dog.   
26. False The white of a raw egg is indigestible. It’s okay to feed cooked eggs. 
27. False People and dogs are affected by different germs. 
28. False It usually indicates indigestion or other sickness. 
29. True Some dogs with short coats that live inside will need protection in very cold weather. 
30. False It usually indicates indigestion or just plain boredom. Some dogs like the taste. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


